Cochran Freund & Young LLC PATENT APPLICATION 

3555 Stanford Road, Suite 230 

.FortCollins, CO 80525 DOCKET NO.: DJT.01USF1 

oy 

IN THE 

^ fT , UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

TRMf&r Inventor(s): Larry Dugan and Steven X. Johnson 

Serial No.: 10/670,175 Examiner: Grant, Alvin J. 

Filing Date: September 23, 2003 Group Art Unit: 3723 

Title: Mechanical Coupler 



COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 
( ) under 37 CFR 1.97(b), or 

(Within three months of filing national application; or date of entry of international 
application; or before mailing date of first office action on the merits; whichever occurs last) 

( ) under 37 CFR 1 .97(c) together with either a: 
( ) Certification under 37 CFR 1.97(e), or 
(X) a $180.00 fee under 37 CFR 1.1 7(p), or 

(After the CFR 1 .97(b) time period, but before final action or notice of allowance, whichever occurs first) 

( ) under 37 CFR 1 .97(d) together with a: 

( ) Certification under 37 CFR 1.97(e), and 

( ) a petition under 37 CFR 1.97(d)(2)(ii), and 

( ) a $130.00 petition fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(i)(l) 

(Filed after final action or notice of allowance, whichever occurs first, but before payment of the issue fee) 

(X) A check in the amount of $ 1 80.00 is enclosed herewith. 

( ) Please charge to Deposit Account #50-1491 the amount of $ . 



(X) At any time during the pendency of this application, please charge any fees required or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account 50-1491 pursuant to 37 CFR 1.25. 



(X) AppHcant(s) submit herewith Form PTO 1449 - Information Disclosure Citation together with copies of patents, publications or 
other information of which applicant(s) are aware, which applicant(s) believe(s) may be material to the examination of this application and 
for which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .56. 

( ) A concise explanation of the relevance of foreign language patents, foreign language publications and other foreign language 
information listed on PTO 1449, as presently understood by the individual(s) designated in 37 CFR 1.56 (c) most knowledgeable about the 
content is given on the attached sheet, or where a foreign language patent is cited in a search report or other action by a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application, an English language version of the search report or action which indicates the degree of relevance 
found by the foreign office is listed on form PTO 1 449 and is enclosed herewith. 

It is requested that the information disclosed herein be made of record in this applicaji 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited RespecffuWy submitted^ 

with the United States Postal Service as: 
[ ] First Class Mail 

[X] "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 
37 CFR 1.10. 

"Express Mail" label no. EV 420870687 US 
in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 





Attorney/ Agent for Applicadj(s) 
Samuel M. Freund 
Reg. No.: 30,459 

Date: September 3, 2004 

Telephone No.: (970) 377-6363 



Date of Deposit/September 3, 2004 
Signature: 

Typed Name: AAdrienne L. Barclay 
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luction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond 



PTO/SB/08A (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control numb er. 

_ . 



Subsi 



1449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/670,175 



September 23, 2003 



Larry Dugan 



3723 



Grant, Alvin J. 



V Sheet I 1 



Attorney Docket Number 



DJT.01USF1 



U. S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code 2 '"™""'' 




A 


us " 3,847,040 


11-12-1974 


Buffkin 






B 


us - 3,874,714 


04-01-1975 


Bebinger 






C 


us- 3,902,384 


09-02-1975 


Ehrler 






D 


us- 4 _ 144,779 


03-20-1979 


Honick 






E 


us - 4,338,981 


07-13-1982 


Frauenberger 






F 


us ' 4,561, 330 


12-31-1985 


Chen 






G 


us " 5,349,887 


09-27-1994 


Suwa 






H 


us - 6,212,709 


04-10-2001 


Newton 






1 


us " 6,339,980 


01-22-2002 


Woolf 






J 


us " 1,672,053 


06-05-1928 


Brown 






K 


us - 2,455,005 


11-30-1948 


Hall 






L 


us " 2,71 5,346 


08-16-1955 


Thomas 






M 


us " 5,207,1 31 


05-04-1993 


Pool et al. 






N 


us- 4,335,632 


06-22-1982 


Irwin et al. 






O 


us- 4,377,965 


03-29-1983 


Eickmann 






P 


us- 3,296,900 


01-10-1967 


Behnke 






Q 


us - 3,861,251 


01-21-1975 


Streander 






R 


us - 4,499,799 


02-19-1985 


Bordages 






S 


us- 5,257,559 


11-02-1993 


Cannetti 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


ME NTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country Code 3 "Number 4 "Kind Code 5 {if known) 




AA 


0,571,872 A1 


05-18-1993 


Marstorp 







































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant, applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.aov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



PTO/SB/08B (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control numbe r. 



Substitute for form 1449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/670,175 



September 23, 2003 



Larry Dugan 



3723 



Grant, Alvin J. 



k Sheet 



of 



Attorney Docket Number 



DJT.01USF1 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 
the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 


T 2 




A 


Pictures of Homemade Tool, 5 Pages 






B 


Ridge Tool-342 Internal Wrench 






C 


BrassCraft T150 Internal Pipe Wrench 






n 
u 


BrassCraft T167 Pipe Nipple Extractor 






E 


Website: Plummingworld.com "Internal Pipe Wrench Set" 2 Pages 













































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





*EXAMINER: Initial If reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language. Translation is attached. 
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: 
Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



